G. Shug Johnson

Room 410

SOPHOMORE ENGLISH

Syllabus

The sophomore English course will include a study of applied writing, reading, listening and speaking skills, and activities.  Additional studies include the writing process, a survey of American literature, various composition forms, practical exercises in mechanics, usage, grammar, and several major projects.  Classroom discussion and active participation are vital and also serve as a means of testing ideas.

Class website:    http://coachshugusa.tripod.com
Class blog site:   http://coachshugusa.tripod.com/shugserenade 

Textbooks: Glencoe     American Literature
                    Glencoe    Writer’s Choice

A variety of high school textual, functional, and recreational reading passages from literature, grammar, and other content areas will be used.

Reading Comprehension

Course Objectives:
*The student will demonstrate literal understanding of passages taken from textual,

    
functional, and recreational reading.


*The student will interpret passages taken from textual, functional, and recreational 


reading material.


*The student will apply critical analysis strategies and judge texts critically to comprehend


passages from textual, functional, and recreational material.


*The student will utilize strategies that enhance comprehension of textual, functional,


and recreational reading material.

Language

Course Objectives:
*The student will recognize correct grammar and usage.


*The student will demonstrate appropriate word choice.


*The student will recognize correct sentence structure.


*The student will use correct capitalization and punctuation.


*The student will use appropriate organizational skills for writing/revising.

Course Outcomes:

*to promote student imaginative abilities in reaction to literature

*to help students find and explain (through discussion and writing) what is of value of literature

*to analyze the nature of literature in an artistic sense and in its historical and universal sense

*to study vocabulary in the context of the literature 
*to help students advance in vocabulary skills to cope with unfamiliar language
Student Expectations:  Students can expect to learn how

*to develop a personal, critical approach to literature

*to develop vocabulary and structures needed to support critical views oral and written

  responses to literature

*analyze the larger framework of our literary tradition through wide and varied reading

*to develop the ability to consciously control elements of style and voice in writing

*to speak and write comfortably and effectively about literature

Semester/Year
Journal Writing

Writing Process/Grammar
MUG Shots (mechanics, usage, grammar)

Grammar Unit

Parts of speech, parts of the sentence, agreement, verb tense/voice, sequential



order, parallel structure, essays/ compositions, word choice, modifiers/misplaced 



modifiers, phrases/verbals, clauses, sentence structure, fragments/run on sentences,



capitalization,  punctuation, business letters, underlining/italics, commonly 



confused words, non-verbal language, fact/fallacy, propaganda, mechanics, usage, 

                                                   grammar exercises , and Alabama Direct Writing Assessment activities, as well 


  
as a career topic research paper utilizing MLA format

American Literature

Beginnings


Selected works from Native American authors


Selected works from Mooney, Dekanawida, and Equiano


Narrative of the Captivity—Mary Rowlandson



Literary works—Anne Bradstreet




Huswifery—Edward Taylor



Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God—Jonathan Edwards



Salem Witch Trials (1693)



Virtuous Living/Poor Richard’s Almanac—Benjamin Franklin



All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten



Letters—Phillis Wheatley



Life and Times of Frederick Douglas--autobiography



American Romanticism:  1800-1860



The American Dream



Iroquois Constitution/Declaration of Independence--Thomas Jefferson



Selected works from Patrick Henry



The Devil and Tom Walker—Washington Irving



American Renaissance:  Literary Coming of Age 1840-1860



The Raven/The Pit and the Pendulum—Edgar A. Poe



The Life Worth Living/Walden/Civil Disobedience—Henry David Thoreau



Selected works from Ralph Waldo Emerson



Selected works from the Fireside Poets



Realms of Darkness:  New American Poetry/Hearts of Heroes



Minister’s Black Veil—Nathaniel Hawthorne



Literary works—Emily Dickinson



Selected works from Walt Whitman



Rise of Realism:  1850-1900



Shackles:  From Innocence to Experience



Slave Narratives/Spirituals (Douglass)



An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge—Ambrose Bierce



The Story of an Hour—Kate Chopin



Civil War/Post War Period



Life on the Mississippi—Mark Twain


Selected literary pieces


Ain’t I A Woman—Sojourner Truth



A Letter from Birmingham Jail—Martin Luther King, Jr.



Letters to His Son—Robert E. Lee



Gettysburg Address—Abraham Lincoln



Selected works from Paul Lawrence Dunbar



Selected works from Willa Cather

Novel/Novel Enrichment to be discussed in class:  Julius Caesar, The Scarlet Letter, Adventures of Huckleberry
                                                                                 Finn

Student Purchased Novels

The Jungle  by Upton Sinclair


      The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Projects/Group Activities
TBA

Research Paper

A CAREER TOPIC RESEARCH PAPER IS REQUIRED OF ALL ENGLISH 10  



STUDENTS



A research writing guide will be available online and a research packet stating 



specific criteria will be given to students.  Criteria for the research paper will be



thoroughly discussed in class and in the research packet.

** As in life, all things are subject to change. **

GRADING

*Cooperation, contribution, and participation in all activities

*Completion of assignments, projects, speeches, etc.

*Tests, quizzes, homework, vocabulary, daily work, etc.

*Journal writing and MUG shots

*Objective and subjective evaluations

*No name on paper =No credit

**Compilation of Grades**

60 % = tests, projects, speeches, essays, etc.

25 % = quizzes, participation, daily work, vocabulary

15 % = homework

***COURSE POLICIES/PROCEDURES***

*Attendance/Absences:  Class attendance is VITAL.  Frequent absences and tardies will adversely impact your grade.  When absent, check with reliable classmates for handouts or assignments missed.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out which assignments have been missed.  Check the class blog for assignments and other related information pertaining to daily lessons:  http://coachshugusa.tripod.com/shugserenade 
*Tardy Policy:  Sparkman High School’s tardy policy will be strictly enforced; therefore, any student who is tardy will report to Portable 12 unless that student has a note from the attendance office.  Information concerning this policy will be posted on the classroom door.
*Late Work:  Work will NOT be accepted late.  NO partial credit will be given. This includes all portions relating to the research paper, especially the rough draft and the final paper—no partial credit for any item.
*Make Up Work:  Wednesday morning at 7:10 a.m.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain an officially excused absence.  Assignments given before a student’s absence(s) ARE DUE on the day the student returns to school.  **Saying, “I did not understand” will NOT excuse any assignment you fail to turn in.  If you are having personal difficulties apart from class, you need to talk with me before an assigned due date so that we can make arrangements.  *Students must make arrangements with the teacher to make up any missed work.  Only students who have EXCUSED absences will be allowed to make up missed work.  Exception:  The research paper and all related items pertaining to the paper will be DUE ON THE ASSIGNED DATE—NO LATE ITEMS OR  PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  NO PARTIAL CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY ITEM.
*Plagiarism/Cheating:  Plagiarism is claiming someone else’s work as your own.  This does include daily work, homework, and assignments.  Research Process:  ANY material taken from another source must be cited.  Plagiarism is illegal.   Plagiarism//Sources not cited within the research paper will be specifically addressed in the research packet criteria.
*Homework:  Work in English comes not as a steady stream, but as sizable chunks.  Pace yourself.

*Group work:  Some assignments will require you to work in groups.  You will have the right to choose your groups; however, I reserve the right to assign groups.

*Work ethically:  NO CHEATING!  All students are expected, on their honor, to be honest and trustworthy.  This trust is necessary for a positive learning environment.

CLASSROOM RULES/POLICIES/EXPECTATIONS

NO CELL PHONES OR PAGERS ARE TO BE USED WITHIN THE CLASSROOM AT ANY TIME.    THIS INCLUDES LOOKING AT THE CELL PHONE TO TELL TIME.    THESE ITEMS WILL BE CONFISCATED (TAKEN UP BY THE TEACHER) AND GIVEN TO ADMINISTRATION.

*****NO FOOD!****    *****NO GUM!*****    *****NO DRINKS!*****

NO PASSES OUT! PLEASE DO NOT ASK. THIS INCLUDES, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, “GOING POTTY,” GOING TO THE LOCKER, USING PHONE IN THE ATTENDANCE OFFICE (DO THIS ON YOUR OWN TIME), TALKING WITH ANOTHER TEACHER OR ANOTHER STUDENT.
*Be on time:  Students will be seated BEFORE the tardy bell rings (journal/MUG shot begins at this time—first 5 minutes of class.)
*Be prepared to work:  This means that EACH student comes to class on time and prepared with paper, pen, and appropriate books/assignments EVERY DAY.  DO NOT CONFUSE YOUR DESK WITH YOUR BED!  

*Be courteous to others:  All students will show respect to the teacher, themselves, and ALL visitors.

*Do not talk while the teacher is talking.  Raise your hand for permission to speak.

*Do not get out of your seat and randomly walk around the classroom to disturb others.

**Students who disrupt the learning environment will be disciplined (this includes tardies) according to the Sparkman High School Code of Conduct Handbook and all policies set forth and mandated by the Madison County Board of Education.

*Discipline referrals:  1st incident—speak with student 

                                      2nd incident—parent contact
                                      3rd incident—written discipline referral

**ITEMS NEEDED FOR CLASS PREPARATION**

*pens—blue/black only


*assignments

*mechanical pencils only (extra lead)
*homework

*loose leaf paper—No college ruled
*projects

*one pair of small scissors 

*no name on paper = no credit

*personal size dictionary/thesaurus
*positive attitude = willingness to learn

*one box of Kleenex


*all work is due on assigned date—no late work
*one bottle of Germ-X


*10, 3 x 5 ruled index cards  (research paper)

*colored pencils/markers

*50, 4 x 6 ruled index cards (research paper)

*one large manila envelope 11x13 (research paper)
* purchased novels—The Scarlet Letter
*one 3-ring notebook for assignments/handouts


           and The Jungle

*white-out (NO LIQUID FORM)
*one composition theme book for journal

 *one roll of paper towels

*textbooks


**TEACHER WISH LIST FOR CLASSROOM**
*Copy paper—white and colored
*Kleenex tissue

*Paper towels


*Glue guns—low temp (glue sticks for glue gun)

*Post It Notes


*Paper clips
*Staples


*Tape: duct, paper, double-sided

*Rubber bands


*Dry erase markers—black and colored

Parents: Anything else you would like to donate for student use will be greatly appreciated.

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Please complete the bottom portion of this paper and have your child return the form to me in room 410 no later than Thursday, 7 January 2009.

I have read the course outline as stated in the Sophomore Syllabus for English 10 class and agree to follow all policies and procedures.

Student Signature                                                                                                            Date

       Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                             Date

I am eagerly looking forward to working with you and your child during the school year; therefore, please complete the following information so that we can communicate in a timely manner throughout the year.




Sincerely,




G. Shug Johnson

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION:
Mother’s Work Phone:     _______________________________________________

Mother’s Cell Phone:        _______________________________________________
Father’s Work Phone:       _______________________________________________

Father’s Cell Phone:         ________________________________________________

Parent Email Address:       ________________________________________________

Student Cell Phone:          ________________________________________________

Student Email Address:   ________________________________________________
