G. Shug Johnson

Room 410

SENIOR ENGLISH

Syllabus

The senior English course will include a study of applied writing, reading, listening and speaking skills, and activities.  Studies include a survey of British literature, the writing process, as well as various composition forms, practical exercises in mechanics, usage, grammar, and several major projects. The focus is on close, critical reading of poetry, drama, prose fiction, theme, style, and tone.  The overarching goal of English 12 is to help the student develop mature habits of critical thinking as an independent reader of and writer about literature.  Students will analyze literature from the point of view of the writer, as well as of the reader to determine how literature affects its readers and in what ways.  Students will “measure’ literature against the history of philosophy to understand how literature fits into its own time, as well as in all time.  In addition, literary analysis will look at style and structure and a writer’s diction, imagery, use of detail, language and syntax and to what effect.  English 12 is both demanding and intellectually stimulating.  Classroom discussion and active participation are vital and also serve as a means of testing ideas.  A research paper, and a resume, as well as essays, will be written.

Class Web Site:  http://coachshugusa.tripod.com
Class Blog Site:  http://coachshugusa.tripod.com/shugserenade
Textbooks: Glencoe—Writer’s Choice and English Language Workbook

                    Glencoe—Elements of Literature:  British Literature

A variety of high school textual, functional, and recreational reading passages from literature, grammar, and other content areas will be used.

Reading Comprehension

Course Objectives: 
*The student will demonstrate literal understanding of passages   taken from textual, functional, and recreational reading.


*The student will interpret passages taken from textual, functional, and recreational reading material.


*The student will apply critical analysis strategies and judge texts critically to comprehend passages from textual, functional, and recreational material.

Language

Course Objectives:
*The student will recognize correct grammar and usage.


*The student will demonstrate appropriate word choice.


*The student will recognize correct sentence structure.


*The student will use correct capitalization and punctuation.


*The student will use appropriate organizational skills for writing/revising.

Course Outcomes:

  *to promote student imaginative abilities in reaction to literature

  *to help students find and explain (through discussion and writing) what is of value of  

    literature

  *to analyze the nature of literature in an artistic sense and in its historical and 

    universal sense

  *to study vocabulary in the context of the literature and with college level word lists

  *to help students advance in vocabulary skills to cope with unfamiliar language

Student Expectations:  Students can expect to learn how

  *to develop a personal, critical approach to literature

  *to develop the vocabulary and structures needed to support critical views in oral and written 

    responses to literature

  *to analyze the larger framework of our literary tradition through wide and varied reading

  *to develop the ability to consciously control elements of style and voice in writing

  *to speak and write comfortably and effectively about literature

   The following British literature, as well as grammar, elements of writing, and research skills (including a literary research paper, essays, and a resume), will be studied, discussed, and written during the 2009 school year:

Anglo-Saxon Age:               
Introduction to Anglo-Saxon


History of the Inhabitants in England to 1066


History and Evolution of the language


History of religion in Britain to 1066

         
Beowulf
Medieval Age 

Introduction to Middle Ages



Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales—Prologue, “The




         Pardoner’s Tale,” “The Wife of Bath’s

                        Tale”


  
Thomas a Becket


Le Morte d’Arthur



Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
                                             
English/Scottish Folk Ballads

Renaissance Age  
Christopher Marlowe   Passionate Shepard

                                              
Sir Walter Raleigh   Nymph’s Reply

                                              
William Shakespeare   Sonnets 116-130

                                               
Elizabethan Theater


Shakespeare    MacBeth

17th Century        
Meta-Physical Conceit

                                             
John Donne    A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning,

                       Death Be Not Proud, Flea


Horace    Carpe Diem

Andrew Marvell   To His Coy Mistress

                                             
Ben Jonson   Song: To Celia, Drink to Me Only…
                                             
Robert Herrick    To the Virgins

                                            
Sir John Suckling   The Constant Lover

                                            
Richard Lovelace   To Lucasta, To Althea from Prison

Puritan Age                         

Restoration Age
John Dryden   Bio

                                           

Jonathan Swift   Gulliver’s Travels (excerpts)



Alexander Pope   Epigrams, An Essay on Man
Pre-Romantic Poetry      

Thomas Gray   Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard



Robert Burn   John Anderson—My Jo,  Auld Lang Syne


William Blake   The Lamb,  The Tiger

Romantic Age 

William Wordsworth    Lines Composed a Few Miles Above 


                                   Tintern Abbey,    My Heart Leaps Up….


                                  When I Behold…,   The World is Too Much


                                 With Us



Samuel Taylor Coleridge    Kubla Khan


George Gordon, Lord Byron    She Walks in Beauty



Percy Bysshe Shelley   Ozymandias,  Ode to the West


                                     Wind,   Ode to a Skylark



John Keats    When I Have Fears That I May Cease to Be,


                           Ode to a Nightingale,   Ode on a Grecian Urn,


                       La Belle Dame sans Merci



e. e. cummings’s selected literary works
Victorian Age 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson    Crossing the Bar 
                                                                                            The Lady of Shalott



Robert Browning    My Last Duchess (dramatic monologue)



Matthew Arnold    Dover Beach



A.E. Houseman    To an Athlete Dying Young, When I Was

 
                                    One-and-Twenty



Elizabeth Barrett Browning    How Do I Love Thee?



Lewis Carroll    Jabberwocky
Modern Age 

William Butler Yeats    The Lake Isle of Innisfree



D. H. Lawrence    Araby




Dylan Thomas      Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night



Chinua Achebe    Dead Men’s Path
Grammar Units

Parts of Speech, Ellipses, Parentheses, Hyphens, Suspended


Hyphens, Hyphenation of number and noun modifiers, Research



Process, Slashes, Use of commas with subordinate clauses, Use


 of commas with nominative absolutes, Propaganda
Elements of Writing

Narrative, Expository, Persuasive, Resume, and Research Paper
**Projects/Group Activities    
TBA

**Novel/Novel Enrichment    
Lord of the Flies
                                 Research Paper
A LITERARY TOPIC RESEARCH PAPER IS REQUIRED OF 



ALL ENGLISH 12 STUDENTS.
                                                             
A research writing guide will be available online and a research



packet stating specific criteria will be given to students.  



Criteria for the research paper will be thoroughly discussed



in class and in the research packet.

                                 Resume

A TYPED RESUME IS REQUIRED OF ALL ENGLISH 12




STUDENTS.  Criteria will be given in class.
**As in life, all things are subject to change.**
GRADING

*Cooperation, contribution, and participation in all activities

*Completion of assignments, projects, speeches, etc.

*Tests, quizzes, homework, vocabulary, daily work, etc.

*Journal writing and MUG shots

*Objective and subjective evaluations

*No name on paper =No credit

**Compilation of Grades**

60 % = tests, projects, speeches, essays, etc.

25 % = quizzes, participation, daily work, vocabulary

15 % = homework
***COURSE POLICIES/PROCEDURES***

*Attendance/Absences:  Class attendance is VITAL.  Frequent absences and tardies will adversely impact your grade.  When absent, check with reliable classmates for handouts or assignments missed.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out which assignments have been missed.  Check the class blog for assignments and other related information pertaining to daily lessons:  http://coachshugusa.tripod.com/shugserenade 

*Tardy Policy:  Sparkman High School’s tardy policy will be strictly enforced; therefore, any student who is tardy will report to Portable 12 unless that student has a note from the attendance office.  Information concerning this policy will be posted on the classroom door.

*Late Work:  Work will NOT be accepted late.  NO partial credit will be given. This includes all portions relating to the resume, and the research paper, especially the rough draft and the final paper—no partial credit for any item.

*Make Up Work:  Wednesday morning at 7:10 a.m.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain an officially excused absence.  Assignments given before a student’s absence(s) ARE DUE on the day the student returns to school.  **Saying, “I did not understand” will NOT excuse any assignment you fail to turn in.  If you are having personal difficulties apart from class, you need to talk with me before an assigned due date so that we can make arrangements.  *Students must make arrangements with the teacher to make up any missed work.  Only students who have EXCUSED absences will be allowed to make up missed work.  Exception:  The resume and the research paper and all related items pertaining to the resume and the rough draft, as well as the final research paper, will be DUE ON THE ASSIGNED DATE—NO LATE ITEMS OR PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  NO PARTIAL CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY ITEM.
*Plagiarism/Cheating:  Plagiarism is claiming someone else’s work as your own.  This does include daily work, homework, and assignments.  Research Process:  ANY material taken from another source must be cited.  Plagiarism is illegal.   Plagiarism//Sources not cited within the research paper will be specifically addressed in the research packet criteria.

*Homework:  Work in English comes not as a steady stream, but as sizable chunks.  Pace yourself.

*Group work:  Some assignments will require you to work in groups.  You will have the right to choose your groups; however, I reserve the right to assign groups.

*Work ethically:  NO CHEATING!  All students are expected, on their honor, to be honest and trustworthy.  This trust is necessary for a positive learning environment.

CLASSROOM RULES/POLICIES/EXPECTATIONS
NO CELL PHONES OR PAGERS ARE TO BE USED WITHIN THE CLASSROOM AT ANY TIME.    THIS INCLUDES LOOKING AT THE CELL PHONE TO TELL TIME.    THESE ITEMS WILL BE CONFISCATED (TAKEN UP BY THE TEACHER) AND GIVEN TO ADMINISTRATION.

*****NO FOOD!****    *****NO GUM!*****    *****NO DRINKS!*****

NO PASSES OUT! PLEASE DO NOT ASK. THIS INCLUDES, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, “GOING POTTY,” GOING TO THE LOCKER, USING PHONE IN THE ATTENDANCE OFFICE (DO THIS ON YOUR OWN TIME), TALKING WITH ANOTHER TEACHER OR ANOTHER STUDENT.

*Be on time:  Students will be seated BEFORE the tardy bell rings (Journal/MUG shot begins at this time—first 5 minutes of class.)
*Be prepared to work:  This means that EACH student comes to class on time and prepared with paper, pen, and appropriate books/assignments EVERY DAY.  DO NOT CONFUSE YOUR DESK WITH YOUR BED!  
*Be courteous to others:  All students will show respect to the teacher, themselves, and ALL visitors.
*Do not talk while the teacher is talking.  Raise your hand for permission to speak.
*Do not get out of your seat and randomly walk around the classroom to disturb others.
**Students who disrupt the learning environment will be disciplined (this includes tardies) according to the Sparkman High School Code of Conduct Handbook and all policies set forth and mandated by the Madison County Board of Education.
*Discipline referrals:  1st incident—speak with student 

                                      2nd incident—parent contact

                                      3rd incident—written discipline referral

**ITEMS NEEDED FOR CLASS PREPARATION**
*pens—blue/black only

*assignments

*mechanical pencils only (extra lead)

*homework

*loose leaf paper—No college ruled

*projects

*one pair of small scissors 

*no name on paper = no credit

*personal size dictionary/thesaurus

*positive attitude = willingness to learn

*one box of Kleenex

*all work is due on assigned date—no




  late work
 *one bottle of Germ-X

*10, 3 x 5 ruled index cards  (research paper)
      
*colored pencils/markers

*50, 4 x 6 ruled index cards (research paper) *one large manila envelope 11x13 (research paper)
* purchased novels—The Scarlet Letter
*one 3-ring notebook for assignments/handouts


           and The Jungle

*white-out (NO LIQUID FORM)

*one composition theme book for



   

   Journal/MUG shot
 *one roll of paper towels

*textbooks


**TEACHER WISH LIST FOR CLASSROOM**
*Copy paper—white and colored
*Kleenex tissue

*Paper towels

*Glue guns—low temp (glue sticks for glue gun)

*Post It Notes

*Paper clips

*Staples


*Tape: duct, paper, double-sided

*Rubber bands

*Dry erase markers—black and colored

Parents: Anything else you would like to donate for student use will be greatly appreciated.

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Please complete the bottom portion of this paper and have your child return the form to me in room 410 no later than Thursday, 7 January 2009.

I have read the course outline as stated in the Sophomore Syllabus for English 12 class and agree to follow all policies and procedures.

Student Signature                                                                                                            Date

       Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                             Date

I am eagerly looking forward to working with you and your child during the school year; therefore, please complete the following information so that we can communicate in a timely manner throughout the year.




Sincerely,




G. Shug Johnson

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION:

Mother’s Work Phone:     _______________________________________________

Mother’s Cell Phone:        _______________________________________________

Father’s Work Phone:       _______________________________________________

Father’s Cell Phone:         ________________________________________________

Parent Email Address:       ________________________________________________

Student Cell Phone:          ________________________________________________

Student Email Address:   ________________________________________________

