“THE DEVIL AND TOM WALKER”
Washington Irving

THE POWER OF DARKNESS AND THEMES 
· The theme of Irving’s story is evil deeds are punished; how we live affects the way our lives end.
· The thunderstorm reflects the power of the devil and makes Tom’s abduction more frightening.

· “the very next day his great house took fire and was burned to the ground” highlights the impermanence of worldly wealth and irony of life.  

· Irving suggests that Tom’s greed is not unique.  The desire to make “sudden fortunes from nothing” infects many people and leads to their “doleful plight.”  Irving’s view is that the love of money is the root of all evil and that all who seek to get rich quickly have made a devil’s bargain.

LITERARY ELEMENT—CHARACTERIZATION

· Both Tom and his wife are so greedy that they even cheat each other.  They appear to have no love for each other.  

· Tom is comfortable talking to Old Scratch in a casual manner because he is so corrupt that he finds nothing to fear in the devil himself.

· Tom and his wife are so eager to make a deal with the devil reveals that they are interested only in personal gain.  

· Humor makes the disappearance of Tom’s wife seem not a tragic loss.  Tom is not distressed about his wife’s disappearance; in fact, he is rather amused at the devil’s struggle to capture her.  His utter lack of affection for his wife shows Tom to be unloving and self-centered.
· Irving shows that Tom is more than willing to cheat people out of money.

· “to mark the place, while he turned round to drive some usurious bargain” develops Tom’s character; it reinforces the hypocrisy of Tom’s religious pursuits.

LITERARY ELEMENT—TALL TALE

· A tall tale contains exaggerations.  
· Examples:  the disappearance of the stranger “down, down, down, into the earth” and the permanent imprint of a finger burned into Tom’s forehead.

READING STRATEGY

· “Ill-chosen route” suggests that something bad might happen to Tom.

· The fort might represent evil, since Tom has taken “an ill-chosen route” to get there.

· Tom learns that the tall trees, “fair and flourishing without,” are actually “rotten at the core.”

· Crowinshield, rich through piracy, was morally as rotten as the trees.

· Tom’s wife might have been killed by the devil while trying to make a deal with him.

· Since Irving links the disappearances of Tom’s wife and his valuables, it can be argued that he is concerned that an unscrupulous thief stole the goods and did away with his wife.  It can also be suggested that due to the couple’s history of marital conflict, Tom worries more about the loss of property than the loss of his wife.

· The outcome of a relationship with the devil is that one will eventually lose his soul.

· Tom is a hypocrite: Tom’s public appearance masks his real self.  Instead of being a “universal friend of the needy,” he squeezes his customers dry; his “vast house” is actually “unfinished and unfurnished,” and he owns a carriage, but starves his horses.
· Tom will not succeed in cheating the devil because he has not really had a change of heart.  He merely uses the trappings of religion in a superstitious attempt to outwit a power greater than himself and to protect his own interests.  

CULTURAL SYMBOLS

· The devil tells Tom he’s called the huntsman, the black miner, and the black woodsman, and Tom adds “Old Scratch” to the list.

**Satire is a form of writing that uses humor as a way of criticizing someone or something.  “The Devil and Tom Walker” satirizes marriage, the expectation that characters will be heroes, and the social institutions fostering greed.

**Tom Walker represents the evil side of religion and wealth; he is greedy and concerned with all else, and he takes up religion only to try to save himself from being taken by the devil.

**Washington Irving adapts an old tale, making it seem fresh and new to readers through characterization, setting, and dialogue.  The story also teaches a moral lesson.  A story based on an old favorite can be successful as long as it has some degree of originality.  A writer can bring his or her values and style to a familiar story to make it seem fresh.

